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Humorous definitions.
[A.D. 17B5.
I,
when we were at Ashbourne in 1777, he mentioned a still stronger instance of the predominance of his private feelings in the composition of this work, than any now to be found in it. 'You know, Sir, Lord Gowcr forsook the old Jacobite interest. When I came to the word Re.ncgado, after telling that it meant " one who deserts to the enemy, a rcvoltcr," I added, Sometimes we say a GowER1. Thus it went to ^the press; but the printer had more wit than I, and struck it out.'
Let it, however, be remembered, that this indulgence does not display itself only in sarcasm towards others, but sometimes in playful allusion to the notions commonly entertained of his own laborious task. Thus: ' Grub-street, the name of a street in London, much inhabited by writers of small histories, dictionaries, and temporary poems; whence any mean production is called Grub-street2.'—'Lexicographer, a writer of dictionaries, a harmless drudge'*'.
to please :' and Revolution as ' change in the state of a government or country. It is used among us Knr f^ixn" for the change produced by the admission of King William and Queen Mary.' For these definitions Wilkes attacked him in The North Briton, No. xii. In the fourth edition Johnson gives a second definition aifatriot:—' It is sometimes used for a factious disturber of the government." Premier and prime minister are not defined. Post, April 14, 1775. See also ante, p. 264 note, for the definition of patron ; and post, April 28, 1783 for that of alias.
' ' There have been great contests in the Privy Council about the trial of the Vice-Chancellor of Oxford [on a charge of Jacobitism]: Lord Gower pressed it extremely. He asked the Attorney-General his opinion, who told him the evidence did not appear strong enough. Lord Gower said:—"Mr. Attorney, you seem to be very lukewarm for your party." He replied :—" My Lord, I never was lukewarm for my party,
nor ever was Init of one forty." ' Walpole's Letter.'!, ii. 140. Mr. Croker assumes that Johnson here 'attempted a pun, and wrote the name (as pronounced) Go'cr.' Johnson was very little likely to pun, for 'he had a great contempt for that species of wit.1 Post, April 30, 1773.
3 Boswell   omits   the   salutation which follows this definition :
Xm/>'
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' Dr. Johnson,' says Miss Btirney, ' inquired if I had ever yet visited Grttb-street,\>\& was obliged to restrain his anger when I answered "No;" because he had never paid his respects to it himself. " However," says he, "you and I, Burney, will go together ; we have a very good right to go, so we'll visit the mansions of our progenitors, and take up our own freedom together.'" Mine. D'Arblay's Diary, i. 415.
3 Lord Bolingbroke had said (Works, iii. 317); <j approve the devotion of a studious man at Christ Church, who was overheard in his
Att bribery descending through a long subordination of wretches combined against the public happiness, from the prime minister surrounded by peers and officers of state to the exciseman dictating politics amidst a company of mechanics whom he debauches fit the public expense, and lists in the service of his master with the taxes which he gathers.' Parl. Hist., xii. 570. Sec ante, p. 36, note 5.
